bank of the river Tapti (Dey,   The Geographical Dictionary of
'Ancient and Medieval India, p. 1).
Afghans and Afghanistan
Cunningham's identification of Hwen Tusang's o-po~kien
with Afghan is correct (Page 74). Their country is undoubtedly
Avagana mentioned by Varaha Mihra1. Afghans are Assa-
kenoi's of Alexander's historians andAsvakayanaof Katsayana
(IV,-1. 99). Panini remembers them by the same name, Le>
Asvakayana (IVJ. 92). The Asvakayana Assakenoi, as sugges-
ted by V.S. Agrawala,2 can hardly be separated from the
Aspasioi(who seem to be same as the Asvayana also mentioned
by Panini (IV, L 110) located along the Panjkora. According
to Professor Tucci, all these must have been related tribes with
the difference that the name Assakenoi is derived from the
Prakrit form of asva and Aspasioi (of Arrian) from the Perian
form aspa*. Strabo calls them Hippasii. This is Greek trans-
lation of the wordAspazi. The two names Asvakayana and
Assakenoi are derived from skn asva, prakrit assa, horse.
Their graveyards have been discovered in many parts of Swat
and Afghanistan4. In this respect the burial of the two horses
in katelai and the horse-shaped handle of a funeral urn in Leo
Ban deserve special attention5* These are in fact the people
which Alexander found after crossing the Panjkora and with
whom he was compelled to fight hard* Their most important
centres were Massaga (or Masakavati given in the Bhashya (VL
2. 71) which is probably Mazaga or Massanagar in the
Yusafzai country), Bazira (=Vajira, Vajtrasthana in an inscrip-
tion of Jayapaladeva. E,L XXI, p. 301, now Barikot); Ora
1.  XVI38. The author says : 4Ketu presides over mountains, forti-
fied cities, the countries  of Palhava,  Sweta, Hutui, Chola,
Avagana, Mara, China and the land of the Mlecchas; over rich
men, men of note, men of industry and valour.
2.  India as known to Panini, page 456.
3.  "The tombs of the Asvakayana Assakenoi" in East and Ww
Vol. 14, No. 1*2, pp. 27-28.
4.  See E. Lamotte, Histoire du Boudkisme Indien, p. U5.
5.  See Tucci op. cit.